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Introduction
The problem of displacement in Kenya is closely linked to land tenure issues and forced displacements that occurred in the country’s colonial past. When, in the early 20th century, the British colonialists chose to settle in the most fertile land of the Rift Valley, they evicted the indigenous nomadic pastoralists and recruited agricultural labourers from neighboring provinces to work on their farms. After independence, a majority of ‘White Farmlands’ owners chose to go back to Europe, leaving their farms to the Government who in turn sold them through the famous Land Buying Schemes. The land was mainly bought by the non-indigenous labourers and this in effect locked out the original owners who had been evicted by the colonialists.
With very few and mild incidences of resistance to the new owners of the white Highlands, calm generally reined in these areas until the introduction of multiparty politics in 1992 and subsequent calls by Government Ministers to non-indigenous agriculturalists to leave the Rift Valley and return to their homeland.
 What followed were violent conflicts dubbed 'land' and 'ethnic' clashes
, massive destruction of property, immense fear and insecurity in that region, and rapid displacement of persons. Human Rights Watch approximated that by 1993, over 300
 persons had fled their homes. 
The election year of 1997
 was another major period of violent displacement in Kenya with similar calls being made to the non-indigenous
 people to leave for their homelands. An outbreak of violence in Coast Province caused the displacement of over 120,000 persons and numerous others dead. The victims were once again perceived to be politically opposed to the Government
.
While the politically instigated conflicts have ebbed down, Kenya now experiences internal conflicts in some regions over access to water and pasture. This has been worsened by prolonged droughts and the proliferation of small arms
 in the Districts of Turkana, Samburu and West Pokot
. The most recent conflicts that have led to displacement are the Mau Narok in Naivasha District and Marsabit District. The Pokomo and Orma continue to fight over pasture, water and land resources
. This is exacerbated by continuous draught experienced in the area. 
The ongoing conflict in neighbouring countries and the porosity of Kenya’s borders has no helped matters. The availability of arms has been blamed for the rise in incidences of cattle rustling among pastoral communities.
 The need for communities to have arms to defend themselves from their even more armed neighbours has created a kind of arms race and led to a culture of violence.
The current situation
The ascendancy to power by the NARC Government in 2002 gave hope to the displaced that they would eventually be compensated or allowed to return to their farms. However, to date the Government has not lived up to this expectations and has instead continued to downplay the scope
 and significance of internal displacement in Kenya. There is a lack of political good will which could also be translated to be the fear with the realization that the issue of land ownership remains very controversial in Kenya
. 
While there have been serious problems in the humanitarian response to IDPs both at the national and international level, efforts are now being made at the international level to address these problems. The United Nations Internal Displacement Division is adopting a cluster approach
 that will have UNHCR playing the leadership role. 
RCK’s interest in advocating for IDPs arises from the Governments failure to provide durable solutions for close to 14 years now. RCK’s ultimate objective is encouraging a positive Government action on IDP issues and to create benchmarks on management of internal displacement in East Africa. In doing so, this paper highlight gaps at policy and advocacy levels and make recommendations.
With the assistance of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission
, RCK sought to get an overview and better understanding of existing IDP situations in the country. This is by no means an exhaustive situation analysis of the displaced in Kenya. 
Nakuru

In Nakuru District
, the main causes of displacement were the infamous land and ethnic clashes that occurred in the run up to, during and shortly after the multi party elections in 1992 and 1997
. The Nakuru Arch Diocese provides support to the displaced populations in form of resettlement and rehabilitation. 
The displaced who were lucky to be resettled before funds ran out engage in small scale farming, while those who remain unsettled live in pathetic conditions in urban/shopping centres within the district. The lack access to clean drinking water, proper sanitation and food. 
In this district, the Government intervened before the General Elections of 1997 by initiating a resettlement project for the families displaced from Chapakundi and Korofa locations in Olenguruone division.  About 700 families were resettled at Kapsita in Elburgon. But despite the fact that the government has issued title deeds to the allotees, the land is yet to be de-gazetted as forest land to a settlement scheme
. 
Apart from the Catholic Diocese of Nakuru (CDN), other NGO’s and also the  National Council of Churches in Kenya provided emergency relief at the height of the clashes. They also resettled some families on alternative land and facilitated the return of several thousand others to their farms. The resettlement programme was phased out as donor priorities shifted. 
Over the years, some organisation(s) that have visited the Dioceses’ settlement schemes with an intention to support the IDPs, but these can somewhat be described as seasonal. This is because these organization(s) find themselves not achieving their goals within these schemes and have most of the time deserted middle way
.

Kisii 
The population of the displaced in this area is also uncertain because some have not been recorded as yet. The displaced are from the Nyamira, Kisii and Gucha Districts in Nyanza Province. The main causes of displacement in these districts are border/land disputes and cattle rustling. Another cause was the 1992, 1997 and 2002 election violence. 
The Catholic Diocese in Kisii provides assistance in the form of food, clothes and temporary shelter for the displaced. They also earn their livelihood through small businesses and by leasing land for agricultural use. 
The National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) assists them with food and building materials. The materials are provided especially in cases where property was destroyed and houses burnt down yet the victims do not run away. So far there have been no interventions by the Government even though the main problem in the area would be resolved by increasing and improving security networks and intensifying peace building activities. 
Eldoret
The causes of displacement in the districts surrounding Eldoret include ethnic clashes in 1992 and 1997 and the eviction of squatters’ commercial farms mainly upon sale by the owners. The displaced are mainly from Ainabkoi, Kesses, Turbo, Kapseret in Uasin Gishu District and Songhor and Tindinyo from Nandi District. 

The Catholic Diocese of Eldoret provides relief supplies in the form of food and iron sheets, doors and windows for shelter. In addition they provide psychosocial counseling to the traumatized victims of displacement. The Diocese also advocates for the displaced by intervening on their behalf with the Ministry of Health and other Government departments to provide critical services at the settlement sites. 

The Diocese works with around 750 persons who have registered with them but are aware that many more exist who have wandered away to live with relatives in other towns. Whereas some groups were resettled on land provided by the Diocese and others managed to go back home, there remains those who have no hope of ever returning as the tensions remain high. 
Their main source of livelihood is charcoal burning, selling illicit brew and hawking. Many live in shanties and barely survive on what they make. 
Apart from the Diocese, there no other organisation’s offering assistance to the displaced in this area. The NCCK initially offered relief especially during the height of the clashes and immediate aftermath. No intervention has been forthcoming from the Government apart from a task force that collected views from displaced persons and since then nothing was heard of them. 
Kericho.
The main causes of displacement were tribal/border clashes and eviction from Government lands. The displaced are mainly from Sigor, Konoin, Londiani and Kipkelion Division. The Catholic Diocese of Kericho has about 1,360 IDPs registered for assistance programmes. This however does not represent the total number of IDPs in the area which is also unknown.  
Their main source of income is the provision of casual work to the farms around Kericho District. IDPs have also received assistance from other organistions such as NCCK and the Red Cross. NCCK provides blankets, timber posts and iron sheets while the Red Cross provides Tarpaulines and Food. 

Interventions by the Government are seen through the building of a police post to increase security and also in organizing peace and reconciliation meetings through the Provincial Administration.

Bungoma
The 1991/2 pre election clashes displaced over 30,000 people in Bungoma, Mt. Elgon and Busia and Trans Nzoia Districts of Western Province. Political utterances by leaders led to violent conflicts in this region.  The displacement has lasted 14 years with very few being resettled. 

The Catholic Diocese of Bungoma has assisted 77 families to resettle on alternative land. The remaining are labourers in nearby farms while the ones who were resettled eke a living out of their small farms. The Government has not provided any assistance but has only visited the area to assess the situation. 

In the initial stages, Action Aid and NCCK assisted some of the displaced to rebuild their lives back on their land where their property had been extensively destroyed. The records of the numbers resettled at that time were unavailable.

Kitale
Mombasa
Conclusions

From the above reports received from the Catholic Dioceses’ on the ground it is clear that not all people displaced by the 1992/1997 and 2002 clashes have been able to go back to their lands. While there are those who went back without assistance from any organisations or the Government, a majority of those who have resettled were assisted by the Catholic Church, NCCK and other NGOs
.  Apart from providing alternative land to a few of the displaced and relief food to alleviate the consequences of drought and flood, the Government has to date not provided any material assistance. 
The result of this is that the majority of the displaced remain bitter at the perpetrators and at the Government for doing nothing to correct the situation. For most of the displaced it has now been 9-14 years and during this time their population has obviously grown and so has their destitution. 

A majority of the diocesan officials believe that resettling displaced people on their original land would constitute 'opening old wounds and lead to renewed violence, poverty, crime and other social ills.
 
IDPs in Kenya remain a disillusioned group. The majority of them live in makeshift settlements, church compounds, dangerous abandoned buildings and in urban slums. They lack basic amenities such as clean water, sanitation, food and proper housing. Most of these households are headed by women who remain vulnerable physical and sexual abuse.  

Those who have not returned have genuine fears as lingering memories of hurts inflicted and mutual mistrust in parts of Uasin Gishu, Nandi, Nyando, Mt. Elgon and Trans Nzoia has perpetuated sour relations and bred fear. While the displaced fear going back in case they are attacked again. Those who remained are also afraid that the displaced are bound to exact revenge should they come back.
 A majority of the diocesan officials believe that resettling displaced people on their original land would constitute 'opening old wounds and lead to renewed violence, poverty, crime and other social ills.
 

IDPs attempting to seek legal redress through the courts are discouraged by prohibitively high legal costs and a culture of silence in government on land issues. 
 Those who have attempted to seek redress make little headway because of the feeling among lawyers, politicians and the general public that talking of clashes and reparations can only open old wounds and lead to fresh bitterness and conflict.

The crisis experienced around the world with internal displacement led to the issuance by the United Nations Secretary General's Special Representative on IDPs of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement. These principles which are based on existing humanitarian law and human rights instruments are meant to guide governments, international and local humanitarian agencies, and individuals in providing assistance and protection to IDPs. 
The interventions of RCK will therefore be guided by these principles in order to achieve an environment where the internally displaced are protected and assisted humanely. 
The Legal Status of IDPs in Kenya
IDPs unlike refugees are not recognized under international law. The primary responsibility for their protection and assistance therefore lies with national governments. In Kenya, this poses challenges as legal framework is silent on IDPs. Matters are made worse in the Kenyan situation as situation of displacement have mainly been as a result of Government action or inaction. 

On the other hand the international community has lacked a structured approach for assisting and protecting IDPs despite there being over 20 million of them around the world. The humanitarian response has therefore been wanting with no specialized created for the protection of IDPs. The IDPs Unit, established under the UN Inter-Agency Committee lacks the capacity in terms of strength and resources.
 
While the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement are a positive step forward, they are also not binding on the states. Kenya even still lacks a Refugee Law yet is bound by international law to adopt one. Currently the problem of displacement falls under the Department of Ethics and Governance in the Office of the Vice President. The hope that the displaced had in 2002 after electing a new Government that promised solutions to the displaced has now waned.  
Although the NARC Government is moving slowly and seems to be doing nothing, there is hope that designating the problem of the internal displacement to a key department will provide the forum for dialogue towards the creation of a policy on internal displacement. 
Categories of Displaced Persons (Also from a JRS Report)
Displaced landowners who lost the legal right of land ownership

These are people who had title deeds to their land but returned only to find illegal transactions involving sale or transfer of their property. Others found that their share of land in cooperative farms had been redistributed, and share certificates or title deeds ignored as invalid.
 People from such places as Enoosupukia have useless title deeds because these regions are now gazetted as forests or water catchments. While the KANU government claimed to have reallocated them alternative land at Moi Ndabi and Kapsita (Elburgon), only about 1000 families out of a possible ten thousand were accommodated by the project. 

Insecure displaced landowners

These displaced persons go to their farms during the day, but return to market centres in the evenings, where they live in rented accommodation. They are unwilling to reconstruct their homes or initiate long-term development projects because of perceived or real insecurity. Some of them witnessed the murder of their loved ones and the looting or destruction of their property; sometimes by neighbours or people they knew. They fear that those who attempted to kill or expel them may try to kill them again for fear of exposure. A number of IDPs have abandoned their farms altogether, even where such farms are presently lying fallow. They claim that attempts to return have been met with threats. Most of these live with relatives or in urban centres, where they eke a living as hawkers, beggars, touts or handcart operators.

Displaced squatters

Squatters were living on other people’s land even before the clashes, and had nowhere to go after displacement. Their houses were demolished or burnt down alongside those of the landowners, so they moved mainly into urban centres. Squatters living in forestlands in parts of Nakuru, Uasin Gishu and Narok districts were also displaced, and although Kenyan law provides that squatters can claim title after six years,
 the Lands and Settlements office in affected areas ignored this stipulation. The question of ‘return’ for this group does not exist. For them rehabilitation would constitute buying land. 

Scattered IDPs

These comprise of IDPs whose whereabouts or conditions are unknown, because they moved away and lost touch with those who remained near the original place of residence. They drifted away as individuals or families, and settled themselves in places where they remain anonymous. Some have integrated into local communities, or re-established themselves in their ancestral home districts. In this category include those who were forcibly returned to Central province after the demolition of Maela Camp, the destitute who strayed into city streets, and those who married or otherwise integrated into other societies. They scattered and ‘disappeared’ and are no longer visible in clusters or camps of displaced persons from specific regions. No one knows where they are or what happened to them. They could have died, resettled in other parts of the country or become refugees in neighbouring countries or abroad.

 ‘Revenge’ displacees

As noted above, the 1992 clashes affected mainly those originating from outside the Rift Valley and the Coast provinces, but who had bought or otherwise acquired land there. The common and popular view is that Kalenjin and Maasai were the aggressors, and that they suffered no casualties. However, a large number of them were killed or displaced, but unlike the Bantu communities, they sought refuge among their relatives, not in camps.
 There were complaints that NGOs, NCCK and CJPC favoured the Kikuyu, and that churches showed preference to their parishioners or members.
 Recent ethnic tensions have led to revenge or retaliatory violence, with minority Kalenjin living among the Kikuyu attacked, and vice versa. Incidents at Baraget and Rare involving Kalenjin and Kikuyu in 1997-9 led to the displacement of Kalenjin families. In recent years, castigatory attacks have been frequent along the disputed border areas of Migori, Kuria, Transmara, Gucha, Turkana, West Pokot, Mt Elgon and Bungoma; and in areas prone to banditry and cattle rustling, such as TransNzoia, Tana River, the Kerio Valley, Isiolo, Laikipia, Meru North, Moyale and Marsabit.
 

Orphans

There are over five hundred known and registered clash orphans, some stemming from the 1992 violence. Many others were born during and after displacement, and since their parents have died, have a vague picture of their homes. They do not understand, or remember, the circumstances that caused the displacement of their parents. Some were separated from their relatives and have been taken in by well-wishers.
 It is also alleged that after displacement, some men left their families in search of work but failed to return, thus their children remain in orphan-like circumstances if the other parent dies. 

IDPs face the same socio-economic and psychological hardships as refugees, increasing their vulnerability to HIV infection.
 In the last few years of displacement, a large number of children have become AIDS orphans. The social services section of NCCK and the Catholic Church are now grappling with special cases among the displaced, including orphans, widows and child household heads. Some displaced families have been requested by NCCK to adopt some of the orphans as foster children, in exchange for material and monetary assistance. Most of the orphans have drifted into the streets in Nakuru, Naivasha, Gilgil, Eldoret and other urban areas or are on hire in agricultural and flower farms.
Displaced Pastoralists

Due to the nomadic nature of pastoralists and the communal land ownership system, displacement among them may refer to relocation to another part of the land rather than moving into camps. Displacement is marked by abandoned homes, schools and farms (near watering points). Since they move with their animals, some views do not consider them displacees per se since they do not need to be resettled on other land to restore their means of livelihood. However, when they lose their cattle to rustling, and insecurity compels them to leave watering points or disrupt their grazing patterns, they move into more hostile environments with fewer survival alternatives. Restocking of herds is hampered by excessive pressure on resources in safer areas, as well as over-reliance on the herds for food, consequently shrinking the family’s economic base. They also move away from schools and other necessary social amenities. Displacement among pastoralists is a post-1992 phenomenon that has been caused by the introduction, use and abuse of small arms, and the commercialisation of cattle rustling. 

Dispossessed IDPs

Those who lost all their assets during the clashes and were not resettled by the government or church organizations represent the most destitute and vulnerable of the displaced population in Kenya. In Kapenguria, West Pokot, among other places, IDPs were coerced to sell their land or property at throw away prices, which they soon depleted in meeting unfamiliar expenses such as house rent, buying food, water and fuel in urban areas. Such people form the bulk of IDPs unable to return, since having sold their land (under circumstances that the KANU government assumed to be willing-buyer-willing-seller), they have lost all legal claims to it. Only a few managed to start and sustain businesses or to buy land elsewhere with the money they got from the enforced sale. The majority lost or were dispossessed of their assets and currently have nothing to show for the sale of their farms. They are a bitter and traumatised lot on whom paucity and penury have been imposed. They hope the new government will address issues of enforced sale, illegal occupation and other fraudulent deals that dispossessed them.  

Urban IDPs

Most of the dispossessed IDPs eventually drifted into urban areas, particularly Nairobi’s informal settlements in Kibera, Kangemi, Korogocho, Kawangware, Dandora, Mathare, and Kariobangi, among others. As noted above, these residential estates are characterised by unrest over rent, crime and informal repression.
 Here IDPs engage in similar economic activities as other Kenyans living in impoverished environments, such as brewing illicit liquor, petty trade in vegetables, mitumba, and commercial sex work. Several families moved into the streets, while others found shelter near garbage dumps, from where they feed and collect waste paper, plastic containers and scrap metal for sale to Recycling Companies.
 

In Nairobi, some urban IDPs are registered with various Catholic parishes, but the total number is unknown since most non-Catholics did not register. 
  

‘Repatriated’ IDPs

Some displaced persons voluntarily returned to their ‘ancestral homes’, while some were forcibly dumped at locations in Central province by the authorities. The condition of being in the ‘home’ province did not guarantee shelter or protection because some families had migrated generations earlier and had no concept of any other home. Those who did not have the means to start afresh poured into the streets, occasioning an emergence of street people hitherto unknown in these towns. The Catholic Archdioceses of Nyeri, Eldoret and Mombasa provided transport to those willing to ‘go home’, and in some instances bought land and resettled them in such places as Ol Kalou and Nyeri. During the clashes, civil servants were transferred to their home districts.  While civil servants are not IDPs per se, those who had bought land or invested in businesses around their former duty stations were dispossessed.
What Can RCK Do?
· Raise awareness at the national and international level about the plight of IDPs living in Camps without adequate protection and assistance. At the international level target a humanitarian response. The Catholic Church and NCCK provide minimal assistance to the ‘poorest of the poor’ but neither organisation has an established staffed programme specifically targeting the displaced. Both organisations have managed to resettle a few families who make up less than 1% of those displaced. 

· Raise awareness about the rights of IDPs and the obligations of Governments at the national level. Basing this campaign of the guiding principles on internal displacement, hold the Kenya Government accountable for acts of omission in the way IDPs are treated. 

· Together with the already existing network of human rights organisations, lobby the government to address the problem of displacement by releasing the Akiwumi Report and setting up a Truth and Reconciliation Commission to start and already overdue healing process. 

· Together with the already existing network of human rights organisations, lobby the government to address the problem of displacement by compensating the victims of displacement through setting up a task force that will determine the best way this can be done without arousing suspicion and fear.

· Develop a strategy of lobbying the Government to draw a clear policy on IDPs in Kenya. A policy, which should be based on the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and should provide as intended by its drafters guidance to the Government and various stakeholders in the protection and assistance to IDPs

· At the international level, actively participate in debates aimed at strengthening the capacity of the United Nations to deal with the problem of IDPs. Attract attention to the needs of IDPs in Kenya in order to stimulate further humanitarian action and support for peace-building initiatives.
· Considering that IDPs face the same socio-economic and psychological hardships as refugees, seek to identify issues of critical concern for instance children, widows or the elderly. In addition specific related issue like gender violence, HIV/Aids and peace-building initiatives. This is in order to attract support for a more specific cause. 
· Establish a rapport with the displaced (having identified which groups to work with), carryout fact finding missions to be able to clearly articulate these while lobbying for critical issues of concern. .

· Involve the press to report deliberately with the aim of healing affected communities and getting rid of suspicion, fear and mistrust. 

Challenges in Tackling The IDP Problem
While the plight of internally displaced persons in Kenya attracted international attention at the height of the clashes in 1991/92, this attention has waned over the years and donor priorities have shifted. The lack of acceptance by the previous regime that the problem of internal displacement was still with us may have also contributed to this lack of attention. This lack of information and literature makes international response minimal, delayed or non existent. 
It is even more challenging to attract attention to the displaced in Kenya because their exact numbers are not known. Those who returned or were resettled and those who moved on with their lives away from the IDP camps are unknown. This status has greatly hindered debate at the international level on the situation in Kenya. 
During the KANU era, NGOs, researchers, humanitarian workers and journalists experienced obstruction in accessing affected areas. The Government declared it in the interest of state security to keep outsiders out of the affected areas. Although the new Government has shown political goodwill in regard to the problem of displacement, nothing concrete has been done as yet.
As seen above, displacement in Kenya is occasioned by different causes. Dealing with the different aspects of internal displacement can thus be a daunting task requiring different approaches. 

Appendix I
Cause of Internal Population Displacement in Kenya
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Appendix II
Current Number of Internally Displaced Persons in Kenya: Dec 2002
(From a JRS Report)

Data on the number of IDPs was gathered with the assistance of NCCK Area Peace and Development (APDC) Coordinators, and representatives of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (CJPC). These people are based ‘on the ground’ in the entire study area. The table below shows the present location and number of IDPs in Kenya. 
	Originally displaced from 
	Contending parties
	Conflict issues
	Cause of non-return
	Current Location
	No. 
	Needs

	Nandi

Miteitei farm

Tinderet 
	Kalenjin/non-Kalenjin (Kisii, Luo, Luhyia)
	Land ownership, 

 
	Land dispute
	Hamisi, Tinderet Estate, Mtwala B, Nyamira

Kabazi
	279


	Legal aid,

Source of income

	Nyando
Buru Farm, Ainamoi, Thessalia


	Kalenjin vs Luo 
	Majimboism and political incitement
	Land occupied
	Lailai,Koru, Owanga, Lailai, Muhoroni, Mtwala
	632
	Legal aid to return

	Bungoma
Chemondi, Kimama Kapkanai 
	Bukusu vs Sabaots
	Border dispute, cattle rustling
	Insecurity, stock theft
	Mulatwa, Kimaboli, sirisia, Namwela
	1230
	Security, shelter materials, 

	Mt Elgon
Sasure, Kapsika, Chesiro, Chebwek, Kang’ng’a, 

Kolongolo, Kapkoi, Matumbei, Kimondo, Buyanzi, Twiga, Chemgemge, 

Kacheliba, Kipsis, Peresten, 
	Bukusu, Teso, Sabaot


	Border dispute, cattle thefts, political differences
	Insecurity, land disputes, building materials 
	Cheptais, Chebwek, Chwele, Kimilili, 


	774
	Security

shelter, health care

	
	Bukusu vs Sabaot, 

Bukusu vs  Pokot
	Cattle theft, border dispute, support 
	Insecurity, land disputes trauma, poverty, lost title deeds, squatters
	Kapkoi, Matunda, Mitume, Matisi, Namanjalala, Tiwani, Liavo, Bosnia Chechnya, Sango Khalwenge, Ndalu, Moi’s Bridge, Domiano, Kiminini Tongareni, 
	968*
	Security,

Medicine, shelter materials

	
	Pokot vs Ugandan Sebei
	Cattle raids, effects of small arms
	Insecurity
	Kanyarakwat, Kanyerus, Nakuyen, Keringet, Kelan
	9,000
	As above

	Kisumu


	Sondu miriu power plant vs the natives
	Development induced (Sondu Miriu)
	Surrendered land to govt
	Kisumu town
	300
	Alternative settlement,  shelter

	TransNzoia

Chekata, Mariki, Sivanga, Maram, Baharini, Bondeni, Ukingoni, Mango 
	Luhya vs Pokot/ Sabaot
	Cattle theft, illegal grazing, small arms
	Rape, kidnapping
	(Louis Farm, Kapkoi Kolongolo, Sidu
	556*


	Security, medical services, building materials

	Uasin Gishu

Turbo, Kipkaren, Kambi Limuru, Cheplaskei, Londiani

Burnt Forest,

Kiptega, Bindura, Kaplanga, Chagaya, Mugumoini, Rironi, Geiti


	Kalenjin vs other tribes

Kalenjin vs non Kalenjin


	Politics, land disputes

Land claims, politics and effects of majimboism
	Ethnic tensions, building materials

Insecurity

Lack of building materials
	Soi, Matunda, Mau Summit, Langas, Turbo town, Kambi Mawe, Kambi Miwa

Sorget, Kivuno, Pondo, Kamwingi, Burnt Forest town

	2,560
	Shelter materials, health care, legal aid

Legal aid, shelter materials, health care



	Nakuru

Olenguroune 

Simotune, Abosket, Cheptuoch, Amaro, Saosa, Kiptagich 

Subukia, Baruti, Kihingo, Mwariki, Rare, Deffo, Ronda, Mauche

Molo, Elburgon 
	Maasai vs Kikuyu; GOK directive to vacate forest land


	Settlement on forestland
	Squatters, waiting for reallocation,

Region gazetted as forest land
	Elburgon, Molo, Nakuru town, Njoro town , Kieni
	5,300

680

2,365
	Legal aid, shelter, health care, 

	
	Kalenjin vs Kikuyu


	Politics, land disputes
	Squatters, lost title deeds, insecurity
	Kamwaura, Kedowa, Kabazi, Kamara,Dundori, Bahati, Nakuru town
	
	Security, building materials, health

	
	Kalenjin vs non-Kalenji
	Land disputes, politics
	Trauma,

Insecurity, lack of building materials
	Burnt Forest town, Kaptewa, Lanet, Kenya Meat and ‘London’ in Nakuru town 
	
	Security, legal aid, health care, shelter materials

	
	Kalenjin vs Kikuyu
	Land claims, politics and effects of majimboism
	Ethnic tension, insecurity, trauma, sold the land
	Keringet, Kuresoi, Molo South, Saosa, Bahati, Kamwaura, Mau Summit, Dundori
	1,700
	Security, means of livelihood health care

	Narok

Enoosupukia

Olekuruto, Naiberiri, Esupuko, Nasabulai, Saktwik,  Nairegia  Enkare, Enoosiyia, Konjonka
	Maasai vs Kikuyu and non-Maasai
	Settlement on Water catchments and forests
	Region gazetted as forestland, squarters
	Maela, Ngondi, Naivasha, Gilgil, Nakuru, Kinungi, Kinari, Baraget
	4,000
	Legal aid, means of livelihood health care

	Elgeyo Marakwet

Tirap, Murkutwo, Tot, sambalat. Liter
	Pokot vs Marakwet
	Cattle rustling

Border dispute, resources
	Insecurity, lack of building materials
	Chesos, Tot, Chesongoch, Lagam, Lomut, Arpolo Cherangany escarpment
	4,368
	Security, food, means of livelihood shelter, health 

	West Pokot: Amolem, Sarmach, Lous, Orwa, Karaya

Kapenguria, Makutano
	Pokot vs Turkana
	Border disputes, cattle theft 
	Insecurity
	(Marich Pass, (Orwa, Silip, Sigor, Chesogon, Riting
	3235*
	Security, food, means of livelihood health care

	
	Pokot vs Kikuyu
	Political differences & majimboism
	Sold land, land disputes
	Kesogon, Aruba, Kipsaina, Kapsara, Huruma
	791*
	Legal aid, means of livelihood

	Isiolo 

Lapsu, Garchaba
	Meru, Somali, Samburu and Turkana
	Border, cattle rustlng, banditry
	Insecurity
	Gambella, LMD, Ngaremare
	960
	Security, food

	Meru North

Kina, Mulika
	Meru & Samburu
	Banditry, cattle raids
	Land dispute, generalised insecurity
	Mulika, Kunati
	768
	Security, health care

	Migori

Ochodororo, Toku, Kitere, Riosiri, Chamngewada
	Luo vs Kisii
	Cattle rustling land disputes
	Insecurity, cattle rusling, building materials
	(Moi Institute of Technology, Ongo Health Centre, Kanyimach, Kamigudho, Omwari, Rongo
	1890*
	Security, Food, shelter materials, health care

	TransMara

Gucha border area, Nyangusu, Getenga, Konangare, Maroo


	Maasai vs Kisii
	Border/ethnic disputes, cattle raids, clan rivalry 
	Insecurity, lack of building materials
	Kilgoris, Awendo, Ranen
	570
	Security, health care, shelter materials

	Laikipia

Ol Moran, Rumuruti, Mukogodo, Doldol, Mijore, Dam Samaki, Magadi, Merigwet
	Pokot, Tugen Turkana, samburu, Kikuyu
	Banditry, ethnic tensions, rustling
	Insecurity, drought, rape

 Building materials
	Kinamba, Kang’a Ol Moran, Survey, Kahuho
	370*


	Security, food, shelter materials

	Tana River

Garsen, Oda, Ngao Golbanti, Furaha,
	
	Banditry
	Insecurity, lack of building materials
	
	
	Security, food, shelter, health care



	Mombasa

Likoni, Waa,  Mbuta

Shonda Ujamaa
	Digo vs communities from upcountry
	Majimboism, politicised grievances
	Lack of means to reconstruct homes 
	Returned but dispossessed
	
	Legal aid

	Kwale

Ng’ombeni, Diani, Ukunda
	Digo vs communities from upcountry
	Majimboism, politicised grievances
	Trauma, poverty lack of building materials 
	Went upcountry or returned, but are dispossessed
	
	Legal aid

	Eldoret,Molo,  Mombasa, other clash torn areas
	Kalenjin vs Kikuyu
	Politicised ethnicity
	(Repatriated by the Catholic Church)
	Nyeri, Ndemi in Ol Kalou, Sosian, Sihundu in TransNzoia, Kyeni in Thika
	1125*
	Legal aid

	Total No. of families
	
	
	
	44, 421

	Total population @ 8
	
	
	
	355,368


* Figures drawn from latest updated records of No. of families 

( IDPs camp 

Leadership and policies, cultural practices, effects of globalisation, climate, technology








Poor political and economic governance, poor planning, economic marginalisation, ethnic awareness and discrimination, corruption











Poverty, insecurity, exclusion, unemployment, impunity, apathy, lack of awareness, small arms, politicisation of grievances, population pressure on land





Political Causes





Resource-based causes





Natural Disasters





IDPs








� NCCK, The Cursed Arrow: Organised Violence Against Democracy in Kenya (Nairobi: NCCK,


1992) 


� Also referred to as 'ethnic cleansing’.  These not only affected the Rift Valley but also other multi ethnic regions in the Coast and Western Provinces.  Common border areas such as Gucha, Trans Mara, Migori, Tigania and Tharaka Nithi, among others experienced tensions that often resulted in violence. 


� Human Rights Watch, June 1997, P 36


� This time round, the country was gearing up for a General election and calls for constitutional reform were increasing. Well armed raiders carried out a series of deadly attacks in Mombasa. 


� Also referred to as the ‘upcountry people’. They were perceived to be supporters of the opposition.


� The displacement of thousands of people was aimed at undermining their civic and political rights, specifically, their right to vote.  In effect tilting the result of an election in favour of the perpetrators. 


� There are over 100,000 illegal arms in the districts of West Pokot, Turkana and Samburu.


� CISA, 26 October 2004. 


� IN 2001 over 3,400 people were displaced, over 50 dead and over 120 houses torched down completely. OCHA Report, 30 October 2001


� 62 Small arms themselves do not cause conflicts and criminal activities in which they are used, but


their wide availability, accumulation and proliferation escalates conflicts, intensifies violence and


hinders the development of social stability, democracy and good governance. See E. Reyneke, Small


Arms and Light Weapons in Africa: Illicit Proliferation, Circulation and Trafficking (Pretoria: Institute


of Security Studies, 2000) pp. 55- 57.


� It is imperative to note that figures given by the government and the church of those displaced or resettled indicate only household heads. They do not take into account the fact that those lucky enough to be resettled took with them relatives and their children. One 'family' can therefore have as many as twenty poeple. Many children have also been born to the displaced since 1992. A number of the households are headed by women.


� Leaked parts of a report prepared by a Presidential Land Commission confirm the extent of irregular land allocations that could unleash anger and violence over unresolved land issues among the IDPS and the evicted pastoralists. (EAS, 1 October)


� An approach that maximizes the specific expertise of various international organisation’s in assisting IDPs, this approach was put forth at the 56th session of ExCom by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Antonio Guterres. What this means is that UNHCR will lead the process, coordinate and be the provider of last resort in any cluster.


� The Catholic Church is present and assisting in all displacement situations in the country.


�The areas affected in Nakuru District include, Molo South, Olenguruone, Keringet and Njoro, outskirts of Nakuru Municipality (Baruti – Kalenjin Enterprise farm and Mwariki farm), Kamara and parts of Naivasha (Mai Mahiu – Nyakinyua farm), Gilgil, Elburgon and Mbogoni Divisions.


� Political analysts and NGOs who have studied the clashes strongly agree that violence was used as a tool to retain political monopoly in geographical zones designated as ‘exclusive’ to particular ethnic communities and political parties. (Global IDP Database, Profile of Displacement in Kenya)


� Such a situation cannot be described as a durable solution to the displaced because the lack of a title deed means the allotted are not the owners. 


� Interview with an Officer at the Nakuru Diocese


� Action Aid, Oxfam and World Vision.


� This opinion is based on the fact that some of the farms have long been occupied by other people and evicting them to reinstate rightful owners is likely to spark fresh clashes. Some displaced persons also hold this view, and would like to be assisted to purchase new plots elsewhere. Those who remained are apprehensive about revenge attacks should those who witnessed the violence return


� JRS Report, Kenya’s Internally Displaced Persons – Numbers and Challenges


� This opinion is based on the fact that some of the farms have long been occupied by other people


and evicting them to reinstate rightful owners is likely to spark fresh clashes. Some displaced persons


also hold this view, and would like to be assisted to purchase new plots elsewhere. Those who


remained are apprehensive about revenge attacks should those who witnessed the violence return


� JRS Report


� JRS quoted in IRIN 14 Nov 2002.


� For discussions on responses to IDPs and opportunities for various UN agencies and NGOs, see contributions in Marc Vincent and R. Sorensen, Caught Between Borders: Response Strategies for the Internally Displaced (Norwegian Refugee Council, 2001).


� There is a pending court case in which 279 families from Miteitei farm who lost their land in similar circumstances have sued the KANU government for not guaranteeing their security or reinstating their rightful ownership. They are now living as squatters. An interview with nine of their leaders at Eldoret revealed that the case has been closed because they have failed to pay and retain their lawyer. They are seeking legal advice and support from NCCK and appealing for the same from well-wishers.


� See section on source of income


� KHRC, Who Owns this Land? A Guide to Understanding the Law of Trust Lands in Kenya (Nairobi: KHRC, 1997). 


� The subject of Kenyan refugees was ‘taboo’, contested by KANU authorities. In 1993-5, however, the process of determination of eligibility for refugee status brought to light many cases of Kenyans seeking asylum in Europe.


� According to the culture of most Kalenjin sub tribes, each person is a member of the community and therefore cannot be homeless. It is taboo to turn away a person in need, so those displaced were readily absorbed.   Because there were no camps for Kalenjins, it was wrongly assumed they were not affected.


� Similar complaints about the partiality of NCCK and several NGOs were expressed by displaced Pokot at Orwa, Marich Pass, Sigor and Amolem. Pokot is generally viewed as an aggressive community that fights with all its neighbours. Consequently, when they are in trouble, they alleged, churches and NGOs do not respond promptly to their distress. 


� Incidents are regularly reported by the NCCK in a monthly publication, The Update on Peace and Development. NCCK monitors tension in many parts of the Rift Valley and analyses the conflict situation.


� For example, one William Loupa, a Reverend of the Reformed Church in West Pokot, has about thirteen orphans from different ethnic groups living at his home. He appealed for assistance since inadequate support for such disadvantaged children leads to their lack of education.


� UNAIDS, Refugees and AIDS: UNAIDS Point of View May 1997;World Bank, Confronting AIDS: Public Priorities in Global Epidemic (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997).


� Informal repression is the use of non-state actors such as gangs (e.g. Mungiki, Taliban, Kamjesh) to bully or police a given population. See Article 19, Deadly Marionettes: State Sponsored Violence in Africa (Oct 1997).


� Such a group can be found at Dandora. In October 2002, government plans to relocate the waste disposal site from Dandora were strongly resisted by this group.


� Not all displaced persons registered with the church groups or the government in 1992, due to fear of reprisal for admitting being displaced and dispossessed. See The Norwegian Refugee Council IDP Database: Kenya Country Profile at � HYPERLINK "http://www.Idpproject.org" ��www.Idpproject.org�. Others were too young at the time, and lived with their parents. They have since grown up and started families of their own.


� Repatriation in this sense is different from the refugee context, which means returning to their state of origin. Here it means going back to their ‘ancestral land’, voluntarily through the churches, or forcefully by the authorities.


� Profile of Internal Displacement in Kenya by the Norwegian Refugee Council, Nov 2004


� The JRS consultant was able to visit all locations known to have IDPs, as well places from where they were displaced. Having previously conducted studies on IDPs, she had a network of informed research assistants. 
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